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Editor's Opening
Where is the Center?
The following is not an actual letter, but is based on ones
that have been received over the years:
Judith Nelson
Colfax, SD
I am a recent member of the Mythopoeic
Society, but have been a lover of Tolkien, Lewis,
and fantasy for many years. I was delighted
to discover your Society, since I do not know
anyone here in Colfax who has these interests.
Sometimes I really feel isolated and wish I could
meet with others who share this very special feel
ing for these authors. Is there anyone else in my
area, a discussion group or something to that
effect? I really would like to be more involved,
but the rest of the Society seems so far away in
California.
This kind of letter moves me to observe there exists a frequent
misconception that the Society is primarily a California affair.
It is true that it originated there, and many activities have hap
pened there, most notably the annual Mythopoeic Conferences
("Mythcons" in short). California receives notoriety for its
vaunted "strangeness" from other regions of the nation, some
times deservedly, sometimes as part of media exaggeration.
Packets of strangeness do exist, but all large urban areas share
in this, excluding the climate and the slightly more relaxed
life style which follows, most Californians are much like those
of other regions, including Society members.
Members are widely scattered across the country, roughly
following the general population distribution of the United
States, with more members in the Past than in the West.
California members are near 25% of the total; foreign mem
bers are about 13%. The former is probably proportionately
larger compared with the national population distribution due
to word of mouth publicity caused by activities, along with
historical origins. Still California is far from being “the whole
show,” despite the mistaken impression in some quarters.
The Mythopoeic Conferences until now have been held in
California (except in 1980, when it was just over the stateline in
Reno. Nevada) because it has been there that sufficient volun
teer committee members have been found to organize the con
siderable work involved, and where there has been a sufficient
concentration of interested people to attend, making the con
ference viable and successful. This situation could change,
depending on a number of factors. To see full Mythopoeic
Conferences alternating between several regions would be ideal.
But what would this do for our member in South Dakota?
To some, the physical meeting of those who are presumably
of like mind is the supreme fulfillment of their literary inter
ests. A Society like ours, with members scattered so widely,
geographical distance is surely our greatest nemesis.. To travel
great distances is costly for many (even though the experience
is well worth it for those who do). The real unifying element
and common bond are the Society publications. Speaking aside
from being the Editor of Mythlore, and from the perspective
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of the Founder who has seen the entire evolutionary historical
development of the Society, I can say the publications are by
far the single most important aspect of the Society, provid
ing communication, exchange of ideas, and the opportunity
for expression. Here in Mythlore, one has the same advantage
whether one lives in Colfax, SD, Jackson, MS, New York, NY,
or Los Angeles, C'A (or for that matter anywhere else on the
globe). Indeed, those whose contributions appear in Mythlore
are from many diverse locations, giving the journal both a
variety of perspectives and strength. The lack of physical en
counter pales to the satisfaction of the well organized presen
tation of ideas and the insights of the literary intellect, which
is what most of us really desire. How many of us have met the
authors we love? Yet we know them far better than a physical
meeting could ever provide.
Where then is the center of the Society? It has no
geographical center (disregarding the ongoing work of getting
the job done) but is found in each member where myth and
fantasy are savoured, especially the works of Tolkien, Lewis
and Williams. It is found in the minds and spirits of those
who have interacted with and been enriched by the works of
these men. “There seems no centre because it is all centre.
Blessed be He! ” (C.S. Lewis, Perelandra, Ch. 17.).
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I apologize for the lateness of this issue. My Chairmanship
of this year’s Mythopoeic Conference caused much last minute
work that was not foreseen, and the issue was thus delayed.
Every Society Conference is a unique memory in itself, but I
personally found this one particularly rewarding. There were
registrants from twenty-one states and Canada, many from
the Mid-West and East Coast. Many came to give papers,
which were especially fine this year. I do not expect to be on
a Conference committee again for the foreseeable future, and
will resume working to get the next issue out on schedule.
I am pleased to welcome two new members to the Mythlore
staff: Ruth Berman and David Callaway. Ruth will become the
new Poetry Editor, taking the place of Gracia Fay Ellwood,
who so ably served Mythlore in that post, and before that as
Editor. Ruth, who has been a member of the Society for many
years, is a writer herself of fiction, poetry and articles. David
Callaway has come forth as a much appreciated typesetter
whose work can be seen so well in this issue. We have needed
an improved quality of typesetting, and sincerely thank him
for it with the aid of a sophisticated computer. Welcome to
both of them!

Mythopoeic Core
Reading List
Mythlore frequently publishes articles that presuppose the
reader is already familiar with the works they discuss. This
is natural, given the special nature of Mythlore. In order to
assist some readers, the following is what might be considered
a “core” mythopoeic reading list, containing the most well
known and discussed works. Due to the many editions printed,
only the title and original date of publication are given. Good
reading!
J.R.R. Tolkien
The Hobbit (1937); “Leaf by Niggle” (1915); “On FairyStories” (19-45); The Lord of the Rings: Vol. 1, The Fellowship
of the Ring (1954); Vol. II, The Two Towers (1954); Vol.
III, The Return of the King (1955); The Silmarillion (1977);
Unfinished Tales (1980).
C.S. Lewis
Out of the Silent Planet (1938); Perelandra (1943); That
Hideous Strength (1945); The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe (1950); Prince Caspian (1951); The Voyage of the
Dawn Treader (1952); The Silver Chair (1953); The Horse
and His Dor (1954); The Magician’s Nephew (1955); The Last
Battle (1956); Till We Have Faces (1956).
Charles W illiams
War in Heaven (1930); Many Dimensions (1931); The Place
of the Lion (1931); The Greater Trumps (1932); Shadows of
Ecstacy (1933); Descent into Hell (1937); All Hallow’s Eve
(1945); Taliessin through Logres (1938); and The Region of the
Summer Stars (1944) (printed together in 1954).
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Subm issions
Mythlore welcomes submissions of articles, art, reviews,
poetry, and other material. See page 2 for the address of the
appropriate Editor. Contributors of articles, cover and back
cover art, should also submit a short biographical paragraph
for publication in the Contributor’s section.
The preferred style for articles is the MLA Handbook. To
save space, please restrict the use of footnotes by incorporating
“ibid.” and “op. cit.” citations in your text in parenthesis.
Please submit two copies.
Full page art should have an image area of 7 1/2” x 10”.
Art for a single column should be 4 1/2” wide. Art for double
column width should be 9 1/2” wide.

O th er Society P ublications
M YTHELLANY is a fiction annual that also contains art
and poetry. $2.50 a copy.
M YTHPRINT is the Society’s monthly newsletter and con
tains meeting information, news items, editorials, and book
reviews. $6 for 12 issues.
Both Mytheliany and Mythprint can be ordered through
the Orders Department, 1008 N. Monterey St., Alhambra, CA

